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SUB J : MISDIRECTING OF GATT INSTRUCTIONS 

REF: A. STATE 45380, B. GENEVA 578 

1 . MISSION HAS ON SEVERAL PREVIOUS OCCASIONS BROUGHT TO 
WASHINGTON'S ATTENTION THE MIS-ADDRESSING OF MESSAGES RE- 
LATING TO THE GATT. SEE, FOR EXAMPLE, REFTEL (B). WE 

HAVE, IN EACH CASE, REMINDED WASHINGTON THAT NON-MTN GATT 
MATTERS ARE HANDLED BY U.S. MISSION GENEVA. 

2. WE WERE THUS SURPRISED TO SEE THAT REFTEL (A) WAS AD- 
DRESSED TO USDEL MTN GENEVA. IT HAS BECOME CLEAR THAT 
THIS MATTER NEEDS HIGHER LEVEL 

ATTENTION IN WASHINGTON. 

3. AS WASHINGTON TRADE POLICY AGENCIES WILL BE AWARE, 
REFTEL (A) WAS A LAST-MINUTE CHANGE IN OUR INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
THE GATT COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF DISC AND RELATED TAX 
MATTERS. THIS MISSION HAD ONLY A FEW MINUTES DURING THE 
MORNING OF MARCH 2 IN WHICH TO LOCATE THE MESSAGE, STUDY 
IT, AND COLLECT AND STUDY THE VARIOUS IMPORTANT GATT 
CASES, ESPECIALLY AS CITED IN PARAS 2 AND 6, BEFORE THE 

10:00 A.M. GENEVA TIME OPENING OF THE GATT COUNCIL. 
FORTUNATELY, THE DIFFICULTY WAS AVERTED. 
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4. THIS MISSION HAS BROUGHT TO WASHINGTON'S ATTENTION 
THE PREVIOUS INSTANCES OF MIS-ADDRESSED TELEGRAMS IN 
THE HOPE OF FORESTALLING JUST SUCH A SITUATION AS 
NEARLY AROSE WITH REFTEL (A). WOULD THEREFORE APPRE- 
CIATE CONFIRMATION THAT WASHINGTON AGENCIES HAVE, AT A 
LEVEL APPROPRIATE TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE, BEEN MADE AWARE 
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OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROPER ADDRESSING OF CABLES. 

CATTO 
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